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as intelligence. To use force against them is like bringing out an
army against ants.
Patidars and the other so-called upper castes should reflect on
their duty. No one's Dyerism will be tolerated for much longer
now. Truth, justice and non-violence alone will prevail. Untruth,
injustice and violence, even if they areswadeshi, will never prevail.
Today, we want justice, we wish to rid ourselves of slavery.
Shall we be blind to our own faults and not get rid of them?
Reasonable Patidars should stop those who have heaped injustice
on untouchables. People should realize that we have our obliga-
tions towards the untouchable brothers. Just as other castes have
given up their occupations, just as Brahmins have forsaken teaching
and taken up jobs, etc., just as Kshatriyas have willingly accepted
slavery, just as tailors have given up their trade and entered
other fields, similarly, untouchables too have a right to give up
their old occupations.
Today, the chamar's vocation has been taken up by others also.
I see no impurity in carrying carcasses to where they belong.
However, how could I force others to do that or any other work?
We cannot obstinately insist that certain communities or persons
must do certain tasks. As a direct result of this, we should not be
ashamed of doing any essential service. Moreover, if no one else
is obliged to do it, what sin have the poor untouchables com-
mitted [to be forced to do it] ? I remember that the Bkangis in the
South were displeased once. They stopped doing their work. The
Brahmins started cleaning their own lavatories, and the Bhangis
were discomfited. That is the best way of vanquishing others. We
should silently suffer inconvenience and remove it through self-
reliance, through forbearance. This way lies progress for both
classes. The other course would definitely lead to the degradation
of one and possibly of both.
[From Gujarati]
Mavajwan, 14-12-1924